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scribed this transaction, there must be a reason, so the
Russians argued to themselves. The London Morning Post
announced that "the period of England's isolation is over/'
The Kaiser's visit to England in the summer of 1890 seemed
a further sign of the way the wind was blowing. His allu-
sion to the Triple Alliance at the opening of the Reichstag
May 6, 1890, even though he spoke of it as a guarantee of
universal peace, and his new Army Law increasing the
German forces by some 18,000 men, were no less disturbing
to the Russians than to the French.10
THE FRANCO-RUSSIAN ALLIANCE OP 1894.
Such was the situation which at last led the Russians to
listen seriously to French feelers for closer relations. In
view of the form ultimately given to the Franco-Russian
Alliance and later to the Anglo-French military and naval
arrangements, it is interesting to note that these first defi-
nite negotiations were carried on by the French and Russian
military authorities and not by the regular diplomatic rep-
resentatives. General Boisdeffre, who attended the Russian
maneuvers for a fortnight in 1890, talked almost daily
with the Russian Minister of War and with Obruchev, the
Russian Chief of Staff. The latter had married a French
wife and had long been an eager advocate of a Franco-
Russian Alliance. Boisdeffre and the Russian generals
quickly came to an agreement on the principle that "the
two armies would have to act simultaneously in case of an
attack from which they both had to fear the conse-
quences." n This was a first step toward an Entente Cor-
diale which, though no written agreements had as yet been
signed, was soon regarded by the Russian Ambassador at
Paris as being "as solid as granite*"12 It had been solidified
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11 Laboulaye, the French Ambassador to Russia, to Ribofc, August 24,
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